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NOTE: This edition has a linked "Table of Contents" and has been beautifully formatted
(searchable and interlinked) to work on your Ebook Tops e-book reader or iPod e-book
reader.The detective is involved with a missing 1604 edition of Shakespeare's play, which
included an inscription by the playwright.A mystery classsic!
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IOWAToSir Arthur Conan Doyle with admiration and apologiesII."HOLMES," said I, one morning
as I stood in our bay window, looking idly into the street, " surely here comes a madman.
Someone has incautiously left the door open and the poor fellow has slipped out. What a pity!"It
was a glorious morning in the spring, with a fresh breeze and inviting sunlight, but as it was
rather early few persons were astir. Birds twittered under the neighboring eaves, and from the far
end of the thoroughfare came faintly the droning cry of an umbrella repair man; a lean cat slunk
across the cobbles and disappeared into a courtway; but for the most part the street was
deserted save for the eccentric individual who had called forth my exclamation.My friend rose
lazily from the wicker rocker, in which he had been lounging, and came to myside, standing with
long legs spread and hands in the pockets of his dressing gown. He smiled as he saw the
singular personage coming along. A personage indeed he seemed to be, despite his odd
actions, for he was tall and portly, with elderly whiskers of the brand known as muttonchop, and
he seemed eminently respectable. He was loping curiously, like a tired hound, lifting his knees
high as he ran, and a heavy double watch chain of gold bounced against and rebounded from
the plump line of his figured waistcoat. With one hand he clutched despairingly at his silk, two-
gallon hat, while with the other he essayed weird gestures in the air in an emotion bordering
upon distraction. We could almost see the spasmodic workings of his countenance."What under
heaven can ail him!" I cried. "See how he glances at the houses as he passes.""He is looking at
the numbers," responded Sherlock Holmes, with dancing eyes, "and I fancy it is ours that will
bring him the greatest happiness. His profession, of course, is obvious.""A banker, I imagine, or
at least a person of affluence," I hazarded, wondering what curious bit of minutiae had betrayed
the man's business to my remarkable companion, in a single glance."Affluent, yes," said
Holmes, with a mischievous grin, "but not exactly a banker, Watson. Notice the sagging pockets,
despite the excellence of his clothing, and the rather exaggerated madness of his eye. He is a
collector, or I am very much mistaken.""My dear fellow!" I exclaimed. "At his age and in his
station! And why should he be seeking us? When we settled that last bill ""Of books," said my
friend, severely. "He is a professional book collector. His line is Caxtons, Elzevirs, Gutenberg
Bibles, folios; not the sordid reminders of unpaid grocery accounts and tobacconists ' debits.

Swing, Brother, Swing: Roderick Alleyn #15, Night at the Vulcan: Inspector Roderick Alleyn #16,
False Scent: Inspector Roderick Alleyn #21, Killer Dolphin: Inspector Roderick Alleyn #24, Dead
Water: Inspector Roderick Alleyn #23, Tied Up in Tinsel: Inspector Roderick Alleyn #27



JERZEYBOY, “One of the Best Holmes Pastiches Ever!. Suffice to say, a great mystery,! I shall
not ruin it for those not familiar, but please do read it.  I promise you no disappointment!”

jeanne zabst, “GOOD BOOK. This book is written in the Doyle style. It is true to the facts. The
detective uses logic to solve the crime.Jeanne Zabst”

Michael Johnson, “Four Stars. Great product!”

Athelstan, “As Holmesian as Holmes. An enjoyable outing with the sleuth and his sidekick. And
with the character and feel of the great sleuth maintained. Highly enjoyable.”

The book by Charm Baker has a rating of  5 out of 3.5. 13 people have provided feedback.
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